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CATS SAFE AT HOME™
Every cat deserves a safe home where she is
 loved, cared for and kept free from hazards. 

Portland Audubon
audubonportland.org

503-292-6855
5151 NW Cornell Road  

Portland, OR 97210

Feral Cat Coalition of Oregon
feralcats.com

503 -797-2606
PO Box 82734  

Portland, OR 97282

CATIO TOUR 2019 | A Showcase of Portland-Area Cat Patios is presented by: 

Thank you for your interest in 
learning more about catios. By 
attending the Catio Tour we hope 
you are inspired to join this
growing movement and build a 
catio for your cats. In addition, 
you’re supporting the Cats Safe 
at Home™ program and our 
efforts to protect cats and wildlife.

WILDLIFE AND CAT ADVOCATES 
WORK TOGETHER
Across the country, wildlife advocates and
cat advocates have been at odds over 
how to address the issue of free-roaming 
cats. In the Portland Metro Region, we 
are doing it differently. Cat and bird 
advocates are working together. The 
Feral Cat Coalition of Oregon, Portland 
Audubon, and the Animal Services of 
Multnomah & Washington Counties 
have partnered on the Cats Safe at 
Home™ education program to make 
our communities safer for cats 
and wildlife.

CATIOS: A PURRFECT SOLUTION
When a safe outdoor enclosure is 
provided, you are giving your kitty fresh 
air and enrichment, and you are keeping 
both your cat and local wildlife safe.
 
We can make a huge difference together. 
By keeping your cats safe at home, you 
will prevent cat predation on wild birds, 
reduce the flow of new cats into feral 
cat populations, and improve the health 
and wellness of cats. Thank you for your 
interest and support.

Visit CatsSafeAtHome.org for more 
information and like us on Facebook.

CATIO TOUR 2019 
sponsored by:

Catio Guy |Custom Catios
Construction ReConstruction
Feline Behaviour Solutions

Humane Society of the United 
States | Mr Plywood

Catio Spaces | Neil Kelly
Roar | Window Catio Creations
EasyPetFence | Purrfect Fence

See page 11 for links to all of 
our generous sponsors or visit 

CatsSafeAtHome.com



TOUR DAY INFORMATION
The Tour is Self-Guided
You may start at any catio location and go in any order you
prefer. There might not be enough time to visit every catio,
so you may want to choose your favorites ahead of time.

Look for the Catio Tour Signs
In front of each home will be a blue sign with a Catio 
Tour logo and Catio name. Locations will also have 
directional signs on nearby streets.

Be a Catio Host Next Year!
Visit CatsSafeAtHome.org /catio-host 

to fill out a Catio Tour Host 
application and submit photos. 

We look forward to seeing your catio!

IMPORTANT TOUR DETAILS
• For accessibility information, please see the “Quick Facts” 
   box on each catio feature page.

• Photos of the catios are encouraged! If you’re on social 
   media, use #catiotourpdx, #catiospdx, and 
  #CatsSafeAtHome to tag your photos. Please avoid 
   photographing sections of the Catio Hosts’ homes or yards
   that aren’t part of the tour. Also, please refrain from taking 
   photos of other tour guests as much as possible.

• Smoking/vaping is not allowed on the properties.

• Due to the large number of tour-goers, restrooms won’t 
   be available at the homes. Please make your pit stops 
   between locations. Ask a volunteer for a nearby business.

• Please leave pets at home for the day and not in the car 
   while visiting the catios. Temperatures in a parked car 
   quickly rise and can become dangerous.

• When parking at each of the locations, please be 
   courteous to neighbors. Be mindful of parking rules 
   and restrictions.

• Ask questions, take notes, and have a great time!

Your First Catio Stop
At your first catio, please stop by the check-in table 

to receive your wristband. After that, you’ll only need 
to show your wristband to the volunteers at a catio 
location for entry.

Catio Hosts
The Catio Hosts will be on-site to answer specific 
questions about their cat enclosure. They will be 
wearing light blue Catio Tour T-shirts. Volunteers 
will also be stationed at each catio location wearing 
light blue Catio Tour T-shirts.

Support Cats Safe At Home™
The Cats Safe at Home program is supported entirely 

by charitable contributions.  There will be donation jars 
located at each catio along the tour—and be sure to get 
your raffle tickets at any catio location!  
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 SUNLIT LAIR  

QUICK FACTS
Year built: 2018
Materials: Wood, welded wire, 
corrugated clear plastic roof
Dimensions: 11.5’ x 6.25’ x 8’
Overall approx. cost: $1,200
Features: Cantilevered platform, 
large shelving, and sisal 
scratching panels 
Accessibility: Uneven grass walkway

A fenced yard in San Diego 
provided an area for supervised 
outdoor time for Gina and 
Oliver’s cats, Stevie and Fergie. 
After a move to Portland, 
they wanted to offer the same 

1 stimulation and fresh air for 
the kitties. With a little help 
from a contractor, Gina and 
Oliver were able to frame 
in their porch and add a 
cantilevered platform, 

shelving and a ramp. The cats 
are free to enter the space 
through a cat door and now 
they can feel the sunshine and 
breeze on their faces again!
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QUICK FACTS
Year built: 2018
Materials: Cedar, chicken wire, 
decking, corrugated plastic roof
Dimensions: 7’ x 2.75’ x 7’
Tunnel: 15’ x 1.75’ x 1.5’
Overall approx. cost: $1,200
Features: Tunnel, two towers with 
one covered, vertical tiered platforms
Accessibility: Paved shared 
driveway through gate to backyard

2

Blaine and Anika transitioned 
indoor/outdoor kitty Pumi to 
indoor only and he struggled 
with the change. Soon after, 
they adopted Hellie who was 
an indoor-only cat. Even with 
his new buddy, Pumi was still 
fighting to get outside. Inspired 
by the previous year’s catio 
tour, Blaine and Anika decided 
to build one. The cats can 
access the structure through 
a tunnel leaving a basement 
window. An open tower and a 
covered tower allow for basking 
on the vertical tiered platforms 
in any type of weather.

2
 FORT CATSOP

Tunnel connects from 
basement window.
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QUICK FACTS
Year built: 2018
Materials: Wood, corrugated 
roofing, 2’ x 2’ critter fence
Dimensions: 10’ x 10’ x 12’
Overall approx. cost: $4,500 
Features: Roofed sun porch for 
both humans and cats
Accessibility: Narrow stone paver 
walkway and earthen yard with 
uneven ground

Sarah and Laura are parents 
to a pair of cats with different 
personalities. Older Vivian 
longs for quiet time to relax, 
while rambunctious and 
slightly destructive Danny 
needs safe 

outdoor space. A catio 

3  KITTY-KOI OASIS
Using the existing patio off of 
her master bedroom, Venessa 
was able to create a space 
where her sun-loving cats, 
Rusty, Mazzy, Remy and Blue, 
could soak up the rays or safely 
hang out with her on even the 
rainiest of days. A contractor 
framed the catio and Venessa 
applied the fencing herself.  
Her kitties enter the catio from 
the house via a sliding glass 
door. A koi pond and 
waterfall create a 
lovely ambience 
that she and her 
cats all relish.  

CATIOS
SAVE
LIVES

CATIOS
SAVE
LIVES

IN PROGRESS
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After a move to Portland, Rod 
saw the potential of adding a 
catio to his new home. Aided 
by Alfred (#5 on this year’s 
tour), he created a space 
where his two previously 
indoor/outdoor cats, Louis

and Ella, could enjoy outdoor
experiences without any danger
to them or the surrounding 
wildlife. Upon entry through 
a cat door cutout in the 
home’s back wall, there are 
360° of elevated pathways that 

culminate in a spacious center 
ceiling platform accessible via 
a side staircase. The cats can 
also enjoy doing their business 
outdoors with a ground level 
“poop deck.”

QUICK FACTS
Year built: 2018

Materials: Wood, polycarbonate 
roofing, chicken wire

Dimensions: 16’ x 14’ x 12’

Overall approx. cost: $2,000

Features: Traversable ceiling 
beams, staircase, “poop deck”

Accessibility: Earthen backyard

 CAPTIVATING CAT-HEDRAL

IN PROGRESS
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QUICK FACTS
Year built: 2017

Materials:  Treated wood, cedar, 
metal fencing, plastic roof

Dimensions:  13’ x 15’ x 11’

Overall approx. cost: $2,500

Features: Stairs, leaping platforms, 
bed, removable panels

Accessibility: Gravel pathway 
and earthen back yard

A versatile area for kitties of 
all ages and their humans was 
the result of the catio designed 
and built by Alfred and 
Carlye. Izzy, Rocky, Thumper 
and LuLu can traipse up 
the staircase to suspended 
catwalks, multilevel shelves 
and a bed. The north side 
panels are fashioned to be 
removed to allow for 
“people parties”. 
The cats can enter 
the catio via a cat 
door installed in the 
house’s back wall.  
No matter which 
corner of the catio they 
occupy, there’s a place for 
both the wily young kits and 
the restful senior siblings.  

5
 CAT-VERTIBLE HAVEN
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We know that family 
doesn’t always get along 
and everyone occasionally 
needs their own space and a 
chance to have some alone 
time. Tom and Christine 
wanted to provide that for 
their kitty trio, Cooper, Rogue 
and Lassie. Their DIY catio 
is accessible from a basement 
window through a climbing 

tower up to a nine-foot elevated 
cat walk leading into a spacious 
garden retreat with a ramp, 
leaping shelves and a covered 
suspended bed. Wood chips cover 
the ground with lots of open area 
to romp and play.

QUICK FACTS
Year built: 2018
Materials: Mixed lumber and 
wire fencing
Dimensions: Trapezoidal, long sides 
16’ and 24’ short sides are 8’
Overall approx. cost: $500
Features: Window box, 
ground-level catwalk, vertical tower, 
overhead catwalk
Accessibility: Narrow pathway 
and earthen backyard

6

 BOTANICAL HIDEAWAY



 PORTICO OF PURRS
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QUICK FACTS
Year built: 2016
Materials: 2x4’s, cedar boards, 
screening
Dimensions: 7’ x 15.5’ x 7.5-7.67’ 
(sloped ceiling)
Overall approx. cost: $1,000
Features: Multilevel vantage points, 
room for cats and humans
Accessibility: Narrow stone paver 
walkway and earthen yard

7As indoor cat parents, it 
can be hard spending time 
outside while your kitties 
gaze forlornly at you through 
windows.  With framing and 
screening help from a handy 
neighbor, Kimberly solved 
this by converting the covered 
patio by her garage into a 24/7 
accessible catio for Mr. T 
and Georgia. The cats 
can enter through 
cat doors that lead 
from the house 
into the garage 
and then through 
to the catio. The 
area is filled with 
perches at every height 
and plenty of room for humans 
and cats alike. Georgia likes to 
hang out on the lower spots 
while Mr. T occupies the 
upper levels. 
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rope column. They can help 
themselves to fresh catnip from 
the herb planters and then 
retire on a cozy heated bed.

CATIO
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QUICK FACTS
Year built: 2019
Materials: 2’x4 ‘+ 1’x1’ framing, 
patio door, wire fencing
Dimensions: 8’ x 6’ x 7’
Overall approx. cost: $500 
Features: Tiered carpeted shelves, 
free floating platforms, natural 
climbing branch 
Accessibility: Paved sidewalk, 
stairs up to front porch

8
 CRAFTSMAN KEEP

Tyler and Katherine were able 
to easily screen in the porch 
of their home themselves to 
offer Willis and Ripple Bean 
the perfect place to hang 
outside with their humans.  
The choices for play or rest are 
endless with several carpeted 
shelves and floating leaping 
platforms. The cats have 
their own climbing branch 
and a floor-to-ceiling sisal 
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QUICK FACTS
Year built: 2018
Materials:  Pressure treated wood, 
stained wood, wire fencing
Dimensions: 20’ x 10’ x 10’
Overall approx. cost: $1,300
Features: Spiral staircase, many 
shelves with ramps, scratching and 
climbing posts
Accessibility: Non-paved side 
yard and earthen pathway

9
 VERDANT SANCTUARY

Enrichment, exercise, 
and exploration 
were the key when 
Ben and Keri decided 
to convert their porch 
into a DIY catio to share 
with their two cats, Josie 
and Rini. What began as a 
fenced-in back porch expanded 
to include a large area of the 
lawn. When it is time for the 
kitties to play in the catio, 
the kitchen window is left 
open for them. When the 
cats aren’t peeking through 
blades of grass, they can be 
found meandering around the 
spiral staircase or climbing the 
multiple ramps and shelves. 
There is plenty of room either
on the porch or in the expanded
lawn area for cats and people to 
share rain or shine!

IN PROGRESS

CATIOS
SAVE
LIVES

CATIOS
SAVE
LIVES
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QUICK FACTS
Year built:  2018
Materials: Pressure-treated 
lumber, cedar fencing, steel 
hardware cloth
Dimensions: 10’ x 14’ x 12’ 
Overall approx. cost: $1,200
Features: Tiered platforms, corner 
ceiling beds, wildlife viewing
Accessibility: East side entry 
via driveway and sidewalk, 
earthen backyard

 REFURB REFUGE
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10 fencing and a wooden back 
fence that offers staircase 
platforms for access to elevated 
nooks. Entry to the space is 
through a cat flap in their

Inspired by past Catio Tours, 
John and Lauren were able 
to turn what was once a deck 
they couldn’t use and a roof in 
need of repair into this fantastic 
DIY catio off of their sunroom.  
They poured a concrete patio 
and framed it off with wire 

back door. Once enjoyed by 
two cats, it will now host 
foster kitties until they decide 
on permanent additions to 
their family. 
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Our Sponsors

WE’RE GRATEFUL FOR THEIR SUPPORT!

PURRFECT PARTNERS

FEATHERED FRIENDS

NINE LIVES

http://ConstructionReconstruction3@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/catioguy
http://easypetfence.com/pages/cat-fence-kits
http://www.roarportland.com/
http://catiospaces.com
http://www.felinebehaviorsolutions.com
http://mrplywoodinc.com
http://www.neilkelly.com
http://www.purrfectfence.com
http://www.facebook.com/windowcatiocreations
http://www.humanesociety.org


RESOURCES

CATIO DESIGNS
Catio Spaces
CatioSpaces.com
Use Promo Code PDXCATIOTOUR 

My Outdoor Plans
myoutdoorplans.com/animals/
free-catio-plans

This Old House
thisoldhouse.com/how-to/
how-to-build-catio

Habitat for Humanity ReStore
pdxrestore.org/news/
diy-cool-cat-catio-under-50

LOCAL CATIO BUILDERS
Cedar Creations
CedarCreationsPDX@gmail.com 

971-208-7060

ConstructionReConstruction: Jim Petrov
ConstructionReconstruction3@gmail.com 

503-680-3681

Creative Fences & Decks
503-969-8850

Custom Catios: Michael Woltersdorf
buildup@centurylink.net 

503-819-1592

Neil Kelly: Jenn Harbick
Jenn.Harbick@neilkelly.com 

503-335-9222

Brad Vandehey, General Contractor
503-260-5849

 RESOURCES
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FIVE YEARS OF CATIO INSPIRATION! 
We’ve created a book of our first 5 years of Catio Tours. 

Go to our website at CatsSafeAtHome.com
For $20, you can download five years of inspiration.

http://CatioSpaces.com
hhttp://http://myoutdoorplans.com/animals/free-catio-plans/
hhttp://http://myoutdoorplans.com/animals/free-catio-plans/
http://thisoldhouse.com/how-to/how-to-build-catio
http://thisoldhouse.com/how-to/how-to-build-catio
hhttp://myoutdoorplans.com/animals/http
hhttp://myoutdoorplans.com/animals/http
http://CedarCreationsPDX@gmail.com
http://ConstructionReconstruction3@gmail.com
http://buildup@centurylink.net
http://Jenn.Harbick@neilkelly.com
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Check out our full list of resources online at CatsSafeAtHome.org!
 These are just a few suggestions and we are not responsible for the quality of these products.

CAT FENCING, DOORS, 
SCREENING & WOOD
Easy Pet Fence
EasyPetFence.com
Use promocode: PDXCATIO

Habitat for Humanity ReStore
PDXRestore.org

Mr. Plywood
mrplywoodinc.com

PetDoors.com
PetDoors.com   
Use promocode: 
Cats Safe at Home

Purrfect Fence
PurrfectFence.com
Use promocode: CATIOTOUR

ReBuilding Center
RebuildingCenter.org   

 RESOURCES

PREMADE + CUSTOM 
CAT ENCLOSURE KITS
C&D Pet Products
CDPets.com

Cats With An Altitude
catswithanaltitude.com

CDE Animal Cages
CDECages.com 
Use promocode: 
PDXCATIOTOUR

Habitat Haven
HabitatHaven.com

Kittywalk
kittywalk.com

Kritter Kommunity
kritterkommunity.
com/#kritterkondos

Window Catio Creations LLC
facebook.com/
windowcatiocreations

ENRICHMENT IDEAS
ROAR
roarportland.com

Cats With An Altitude
catswithanaltitude.com

SquareCatHabitat.com
SquareCatHabitat.com

THE CAT WHISPERER
catwhispererproducts.com/
home-enrichment

OTHER INSPIRATION
Catio Guy
facebook.com/catioguy

The Cat Carpenter
thecatcarpenter.com

SquareCatHabitat.com
SquareCatHabitat.com

DIY CAT CRAFTS
buyrope.co.uk/diy-cat-craft-ideas

http://EasyPetFence.com
http://PDXRestore.org
http://mrplywoodinc.com
http://PetDoors.com
http://PurrfectFence.com
http://RebuildingCenter.org
http://CDPets.com
http://catswithanaltitude.com
http://CDECages.com
http://HabitatHaven.com
http://kittywalk.com
http://kritterkommunity.com/#kritterkondos
http://kritterkommunity.com/#kritterkondos
http://facebook.com/windowcatiocreations
http://facebook.com/windowcatiocreations
http://roarportland.com
http://catswithanaltitude.com
http://SquareCatHabitat.com
http://catwhispererproducts.com/home-enrichment
http://catwhispererproducts.com/home-enrichment
http://facebook.com/catioguy
http://thecatcarpenter.com
http://SquareCatHabitat.com
http://buyrope.co.uk/diy-cat-craft-ideas

